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Mummy's the word for U of M excavation team
U of M graduate student Sharon Nichols put down her thesis this
past winter to kick up a little dust - who can blame students for
grabbing at that last bit of freedom before graduation. But the dust
that Nichols "kicked up" was more than just fun and games — she
helped uncover a mystery born of Egyptian kings and pharaohs.
Nichols was part of the University's excavation team that

Dear Friends:

happened upon what could be the most important discovery in

Over the course of the past year, the University of Memphis has expanded
its horizons both near and far. With the acquisition of the U.S. Postal Service
Customs House, which will serve as the future home of the Cecil C. Humphreys
School of Law, we now have an extension of our main campus to downtown
Memphis. Our students will be in close proximity to law offices and state and
federal courthouses.

Egypt's Valley of the Kings since King Tutankhamen's burial site was

Farther away from home, the magnificent work of our researchers around the
world has captivated audiences. A University excavation team, led by professor
Dr. Lorelei Corcoran, researcher Dr. Otto Schaden and graduate student Sharon
Nichols — all associated with our Institute of Egyptian Art and Archaeology
— made one of the most important Egyptian archaeological discoveries since
King Tutankhamen's tomb was found in 1922. The magnitude of the find was

to the discovery. The day the find was announced, the story was the

found in 1922 by archaeologist Howard Carter. The find has put the
U of M in the international spotlight — media from the BBC, CNN,
Russian newspapers, The New York Times and The Washington

Post are just a few of the outlets that have given extensive coverage
most sought-after item on the search engine Google.
"As an Egyptology student, I have gotten used to friends and
family not being as excited about a find that I find interesting," said

What the team eventually found was a small chamber that
housed seven coffins and several large pottery vessels containing
cloths and mummification substances. The chamber likely hasn't

reported by CNN, NPR, FOX, The New York Times, The Washington Post and The
London Times. They detailed the discovery, an underground chamber containing
mysterious coffins, pottery vessels and other materials dating back to 1300 B.C.
In a different part of the world, China, another U of M faculty member also was
capturing headlines. U of M maestro Pu-Qi Jiang performed the Gustav Mahler
masterpiece Das Lied von der Erde for the first time ever in Chinese while
conducting the Jiangsu Symphony Orchestra in Nanjing. Drawn from ancient
Chinese poems, the piece, written in German by Mahler in the early 1900s, had
never been translated and performed in Chinese until Jiang's performance.
Our U of M nursing students also crossed international borders, but for another
reason. A group of students led by Assistant Professor Lawrette Axley journeyed
to the Dominican Republic during spring break to provide medicine and health
care to over 3,000 needy patients. Closer to home, another group of students
spent their spring break on the Gulf Coast helping residents rebuild houses that
were devastated by Hurricane Katrina.

been entered for at least 1,500 years.

The success of our men's basketball team focused the national spotlight on
the University of Memphis as we recorded one of the most successful seasons
in Tiger history. En route to a 33-4 record, the team won the Conference USA
regular season and tournament titles and reached the Elite Eight.

will be a mystery until all

Truly these are exciting times for the University of Memphis in our expansion,
performances, discoveries and athletics. As we approach our 100th anniversary in
2012, look for the many dynamic success stories of our students and faculty as
we compete at the highest levels.

"You would think you'd have this feeling of wanting to rush inside,
but we didn't - we felt very awed," said Corcoran. "It was a solemn
moment and we felt hesitant to go inside."
"I felt a lot of responsibility that we didn't desecrate the site - it
is important for us to do things correctly in excavating the site," said
Nichols.
Corcoran said she was
amazed at the brightness
of the pottery vessels,
likening the color to a new
white collared dress shirt.
The area of the discovery

Nichols, a student in the masters of arts program in art history with

seven coffins are opened,

a concentration in Egyptian art and archaeology. "So I was really

Corcoran said.

surprised that this one took off like it has."
The magnitude of the discovery will certainly place the U of M in
history books for generations.
On Christmas Day, the U of M team consisting of Nichols, Dr.
Lorelei Corcoran, director of the University's Institute of Egyptian
Art and Archaeology, and Dr. Otto Schaden, a University research
associate, began excavating the site, just a matter of meters from

Shirley C. Raries
President

King Tuts tomb.
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"It is amazing to think that such a significant find lay beneath the
feet of hundreds of thousands of visitors," said Corcoran. "Now you
have to wonder every time you take a step what you're walking
over."

- Greg Russell
(Upper right) Workers sift through sand looking for relics.(Lower left)
The chamber discovery is just meters away from King Tufs tomb.
(Lower right) A worker examines pottery vessels inside the chamber
that was discovered by U ofM archaeologists.
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Helping hands
Adam Montgomery knows that a picture can be worth a thousand
words.
While helping to clean up Hurricane Katrina debris on the Gulf
Coast during an "alternative spring break," the U of M sophomore
international business major came across a weather-damaged family
portrait. Only problem, local people in the area didn't recognize the
family in the photo.
"The family whose yard it was found in had lived there for years
and years and they didn't know who the people [in the picture]
were," said the Morristown, Tenn., native. "It is likely that photo had
washed down from miles and miles and miles away."
That picture, coupled with pages torn from a diary he found, drove
home the magnitude of the disaster while putting it on a more
personal level.
'This opened my eyes and made me feel how fortunate Iam," he
said. 'To see what other people are going through makes you more
appreciative of what you have and makes you put your problems in
life in perspective."
Montgomery was one of 18 U of M students to spend spring

BRINGING IT HOME. Next to drawing at right,Bernice Cooper, famed Chicago artist Richard Hunt and friends after Hunt's "I've Been to the
Mountaintop" drawing was unveiled at the Art Museum of the University of Memphis. Cooper provided funds for the purchase of the artwork, the
final and only finished drawing done in preparation for Hunt's widely recognized 1977 sculpture by the same title that is a tribute to Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. and which is located on the Mid-America Mall downtown. Cooper, a member of the Museum's board of directors, made the purchase
possible in memory of her late husband, Irby. Photo by Lindsey Lissau.

break in a most non-traditional way. With two U of M staff members,
the group traveled to Bay St. Louis and Waveland, Miss., to help resi
dents remove debris, gut houses and begin the rebuilding process.
They lived in tiny rooms with communal showers and makeshift
bunk beds.

As easy as your ABCs

Angie Dunlap, coordinator of Student Activities and organizer
of the trip, said this was the fifth year the U of M has offered an
alternative spring break. In past years, students have served meals
in homeless shelters in Houston, worked with inner-city kids in New

U of M College of Education Dean Ric Hovda believes access

Orleans and taken part in Habitat for Humanity in High Point, N.C.
We want students to have an opportunity to do somethingto
make a difference on their break, something that would effect not
only the community they were working in, but also effect them
personally in a positive way," said Dunlap. "I think that the students

debris is still in the trees and in the yards. A couple of the houses

were a little overwhelmed at the destruction at first, but they learned

we worked on actually hadn't been touched — it was like we were

a lot about what it takes for a community to get through something
like this and how much help people really need whenthe destruc
tion is so great like it was there."
Montgomery, a midfielder on the University's soccer team, said he
was surprised how little progress had been made since last August's
hurricane.
"A lot of it still looked the same," he said, recalling television foot

the first ones coming into those houses since the storm."
Montgomery said he wouldn't trade this year's experience for the
more traditional outing students often make.
"I have had that other kind of springbreak, so I wanted some
thing different," said Montgomery. "I am into volunteering and I just
wanted to help out.

- Greg Russell

For its role in the project, the College of Education has designed a

to the American dream is as easy as learning your ABCs. So when

Content Literacy Academy that includes weekly teacher training and

given the chance to make the dream come true for area youth,

prescribed classroom action plans that are sequenced and uniform

Hovda quickly seized the opportunity to make a difference.

across participating city schools. Intensive teacher mentoring is also

In mid-March the U of M teamed up with Memphis City Schools
to improve reading skills of middle school students in the Memphis
area as part of a five-year, $16 million grant.
"Literacy is the gateway to social justice ... our goal is to help
every single child, especially those living at the poverty level,
become strong readers," said Hovda.
The Department of Education awarded the grant to Memphis

part of this component.
Memphis City Schools, meanwhile, will provide one-on-one assis
tance to students who are operating significantly below grade level,
employing Scholastic's Read 180 program as its struggling reader
intervention.
"The awarding of this major federal grant is clear recognition by
the U.S. Department of Education that the MCS/U of M partnership

City Schools and its partners in the Striving Readers project -the

has the capacity to enable all children to become strong readers and

University will receive about $3.8 million of the total for its part of

demonstrate the use of a successful literacy model that can be used

the project.

throughout the United States," said Hovda.

age of the aftermath of the storm. "You wouldn't believe how much
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A crew of blue

Chasing greatness

Go ahead and excuse Columbia, Tenn., native Chris James

ketbali team adopted the motto "Chasing

- James, a junior finance major at the U of M, has more than

Greatness" for the 2005-06 season, and

redeemed himself.

though Memphis fell short of the ultimate

James started perhaps the first official student spirit group at

greatness - a national championship - the

I

the University of Memphis last fall. Duke has its Cameron Crazies,
Missouri its Zou Crew and now, the U of M has the Blue Crew. The
groups stands at about 175 now, with James, the club's president,
aiming for 400 members by next fall.

Members of the Tigers' Blue Crew student spiritorganization keep fans
rewed up at home and often away games.

"We wanted to change the atmosphere and have a more true
student section at basketball games," said James. "Last year, people

500 a game compared to 200 last season. "We shoot to have big
student crowds, even at the small games," he said.

For $25, anyone can join the group. Members receive a Blue
Crew T-shirt and the lower 100 seats in the student section are
reserved for the group. Donors helped the Crew travel to away

numerous accomplishments and accolades. I
Memphis won the Conference USA
regular season and tournament

for the

first time in school history. The Tigers then

would yell at us to sit down. But at the Louisville game,everyone

Crew is what we came up with."

I

I

Tigers enjoyed a historic season filled with

James' efforts have paid off: The student section has averaged

was up cheering. I thought, 'Why can't every game be like thisone/
So we looked for a way to get more students involved and the Blue

Briefs

The University of Memphis men's bas-

for growing up a fan of that school at the other end of the state

The organization also is looking to make a difference in the com
munity. The Blue Crew purchased tickets for a game for 25 children
from a foster home. "In the future, we hope to be more charitable
and give more back to the community," James said.
For more information on the Blue Crew,e-mail jjtxirron@memphis.edu.

games during the season as another perk.

first-ever

the

for wins (33) before falling to UCLA in the

BR BH

Elite Eight, their deepest run in the tourney
since 1992.

J

' *

-/Jr

"What a ride this team took the city of

rI

now, I believe this team will be talked about as one of the three or four best squads in

it* University of Memphis men's golfer
Keven Fortin-Simard was named the
Golfweek.com National Men's Golfer of
the Week on March 20. In competition
leading up to the honor, the sophomore
medaled in the Border Olympics with a

school history. We're all a little disappointed about not reaching the Final Four and having a

54-round school record 203 to help the

shot at the national championship, but after some time passes, we're all — coaches, players,

Tigers place second in the tournament.
Fortin-Simard carded rounds of 66-6968 for a 13-under final score on the

Memphis on," said sixth-year coach John

1

Calipari. "We were chasing greatness the
entire season, and 10, 15, 20 years from

Feeling the draft

^

NCAA tournament and set a school record

«—

s

Rodney Carney

staff, fans - going to say, 'Wow, what a ride it was!"'
With reddish hair, blue eyes and a name to fit, Dayton O'Brien
could pass for being Irish. And his skills on the soccer field some
times resemble that of a European player. But O'Brien, who became
the first-ever U of M player drafted in Major League Soccer's regular
draft, hails from the Bluff City's suburbs. The Columbus Crew chose
him as the 33rd player overall.
"There's a need in the league for left-footed players and God
gave me a left foot," said O'Brien, who prepped at Evangelical
Christian School. "I just hope to step in and contribute."
O'Brien led Memphis toonly its second-ever berth in the NCAA tour
nament two seasons ago. Heleaves Memphis as one of its most hailed
players ever, with 24 goals and34 assists during his four-year career.
"He is at the point in his career where he's hungry to make it at
the next level," said Tiger coach Richie Grant "Ifs only a matter of
time before he proves it at the MLS level."
O'Brien wasn't the only U of M player drafted. Jackson, Tenn.,
native Andy Metcalf was chosen by D.C. United in MLS's supple
Dayton O'Brien
6

mental draft.

# Sophomore shooter Krissey
Bahnsen of Forest Grove, Ore.,
continued the U of M's strong tradition
in competitive shooting when she
received All-America honors in air rifle
from the National Rifle Association
Collegiate Program. In 2005 Lady Tiger
Beth Tidmore, who is injured and
not competing this season, was the
NCAA National Air Rifle Champion.
Bahnsen won the air rifle title at the
Great American Rifle Conference
Championships, and was named
honorable mention All-GARC in air rifle
earlier this spring. After competing in the
NCAA Championships as a freshman,
Bahnsen went on to complete in the
2005 Junior Olympics in Colorado
Springs, Colo.

Senior Rodney Carney orchestrated the spectacular ride. Carney, a human highlight reel
if there ever was one, electrified crowds all season with his gravity-defying dunks, which
earned him a spot in the slam dunk contest held at the Final Four in Indianapolis (he
withdrew midway through the competition to avoid injury). But it was his touch from the
perimeter that landed him in Tiger record books.Carney became the U of M's all-time lead
ing three-point shooter with 287 for his career, and he finished third on the school's career
scoring list with 1,901 points.
Carney was named an Associated Press second-team Ail-American, the first U of M player
to earn that distinction since Penny Hardaway made the first team in 1993. Carney also
earned C-USA Player of the Year honors and was joined on the all-conference first team by
sophomore Darius Washington Jr.
Calipari garnered his first-ever C-USA Coach of the Year selection as he improved to 14859 at Memphis. Shawne Williams, the C-USA Freshman of the Year and third-team all-confer
ence selection, headlined a heralded crop of rookies (including all-freshman team selection
Chris Douglas-Roberts), proving that Memphis basketball has a bright future and that the
Tigers' quest for greatness should continue next season and beyond.
"With the depth and talent we have, we have a chance to do something really special here
at Memphis in the future," Calipari said.

par-72, 7,241-yard course at the Laredo
Country Club. The first place finish is
the third of the year for the Roberval,
Quebec, native and second in three
spring tournaments. Fortin-Simard has
medaled four times in his two-year
career at Memphis and has 10 top 10
finishes.
& Memphis native I.D. Erickson
qualified for the NCAA Mideast Track &
Field Regionals in three events at a midMarch meet at Rhodes. The junior won
both the hammer (56.58 meters) and
shot put (17.47 meters) while finishing
second in the discus (54.05 meters) to
qualify for regional competition later this
month. Meantime, junior Gail Lee also
qualified for the NCAA regionals with a
school-record 15.16-meter toss in the
shot put
For the latest in Tiger
and Lady Tiger sports, visit
http://gotigersgo.collegesports.com

— Eric Smith
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BY ERIC SMITH

Swinging for
the fences
The U of M's Bureau of Sport and Leisure Commerce teams up with the Memphis Redbirds
to give students real-world sports marketing experience.

With his right index finger held high, David McAlister

The U of M has teamed up with the Memphis Redbirds to help

swaggers through an enclave of offices inside the Elma Roane

them with a portion of their ticket sales campaign. In return,

Fieldhouse, signaling to his classmates that he has just closed a

students will receive invaluable, real-world training.

sale.
After the senior Sport and Leisure Management major has
made his rounds — and made his point — he heads back to the
phone.
"All right," he says as he softly claps his hands. "Let's get
some more sales."
His fellow students glance at McAlister and then at one
another, knowing they've been put on notice. Though most
of them have closed plenty of sales and experienced similar

"This is a meaningful, high-level experience," says Dr.
Richard Irwin, Bureau director.
The University and the Redbirds, the Triple-A affiliate of
the St. Louis Cardinals, are working together under an innova
tive three-year agreement that offers sports marketing majors
the opportunity to make actual sales calls and generate actual
revenue, whether it's renewing individual season tickets or group
packages, or even landing new business.
Though the Redbirds are a minor-league baseball club, this

moments of triumph, their resolve to match McAlister's success

is clearly the majors for these handpicked students. Because

is strengthened.

with the experience they'll garner from a few months working in

"That puts gas on the fire," admits Aaron Hitchcock (BBA
'96), who is working toward an MS in Sport and Leisure
Commerce.
A competitive spirit, albeit a friendly one, indeed fuels these
graduate and undergraduate students, who are seeking more than
just good grades.
In some ways this is a typical college setting — strewn with
tables and chairs, textbooks and notebooks — but since last fall
it's become much more than that. This is a training lab unlike
any in the country. This is mission control for the University
of Memphis' newly formed Sport Sales Training Program
(SSTP), which is being run by the Bureau of Sport and Leisure
Commerce, housed within the College of Education's Health and
Sport Sciences department.
SPRING 2006

tandem with a professional sports organization, they should enjoy
bountiful career opportunities upon graduation.
For this, they can thank the vision of Irwin and a burgeoning
sports scene in Memphis.
Play ball!
Twelve years ago, Memphis wasn't exactly a sports hotbed.
There were no major-league franchises in sight, and the DoubleA Memphis Chicks were languishing in decrepit Tim McCarver
Stadium and preparing to bolt for Jackson, Tenn. Besides U of M
football and men's basketball and the annual pro golf and tennis
tournaments, there wasn't much to draw a serious fan's interest.
Sports jobs in Memphis were limited, to say the least, but
that didn't stop the U of M from helping prepare students

9

1
for the numerous opportunities that lay elsewhere. In 1994
the University established the Bureau of Sport and Leisure
Commerce to groom students for careers in sports, even if that
meant sending them to more fruitful job markets.
Soon after the Bureau's inception, Memphis' sports fortunes
began to change. The Memphis Motorsports Park and the minor-

some point... they're going to probably be in a sales position or
have some sales responsibilities. What we saw was a lot of peo
coming in not prepared for that."

Batter up!
College sales classes typically don't offer much more than

league hockey Memphis RiverKings prospered. The Chicks left

theory. And unless sports marketing majors land a dynamic

in 1997, but the higher-profile Redbirds arrived the next year.

internship they too often leave the University with a diploma in

Then the biggest jackpot came when the NBA's Grizzlies relo

hand but no real sales experience.

cated from Vancouver to Memphis in 2001. With the addition of
those two franchises, and the construction of AutoZone Park and
FedExForum, the Bluff City finally shed its minor-league image.
As Memphis grew into a true sports town, the Bureau also grew,

"It's hard to get to the nuts and bolts," Irwin admits.
Instead, students role-play using various sales scenarios. They
work on telesales scripts. They place mock sales calls. They hon
their sales technique in a simulated, safe and sterile environ

drawing more and more students to the allure of a booming sports

ment. Rarely do they face real-life objections, and rarely do they

industry that was finally flourishing in the U of M's backyard.

have a company's bottom line at stake. The training program was

"Memphis," Irwin says, "is a great place to study this stuff."

designed to be different. Here, students call Redbirds season-

Ryan Luttrell is working toward a BPS in Legal Aspects of
Sports Management. He was immediately drawn to the Bureau's

ticket holders and ask them to renew — and the outcomes vary
with each call.

class offerings because he hopes to be a sports attorney, and he
knows that Memphis' newfound reputation as a sports town will
enhance his U of M education.
"I think this is the perfect market because it's not too big and
it s not too small," Luttrell says. "There are plenty of opportuni

This is one of the great aspects of the class," Sewell says.
This is picking up the phone and talking to a real person on the
other line who has the ability to say 'Yes' or 'No' and to offer a
conversation and take it in a different way."
The sales responsibilities go beyond existing customers.

ties here for sports marketing, for a program like this. It's a great

Second-semester students in the program are charged with creat

location. It's centrally located. I just see it getting better and

ing leads, making cold calls and trying to generate an aggregate

better and better."

$1 million in revenue. Despite these tangible goals, the program's

For all the success the Bureau achieved in its first decade,

benefits will be immeasurable once the students let prospective

Irwin saw one major issue that needed to be addressed — sales.

employers know they have logged dozens of hours on the phone

Though students were landing sports marketing jobs locally and

with real customers and produce thousands of dollars in sides for

nationally, Irwin figured it was time to truly bolster his students'

a professional sports organization.

resumes by giving them real-world sales experience.
In summer 2005, after years of discussing it, Irwin and
Redbirds vice president of sales and marketing Kerry Sewell
(BBA '93) united to create a sport sales program that would take

"This is more than what students can learn from a textbook,"
Irwin says. "From the students' perspective, they are getting
professional oversight that few other students are getting."
Much of that professional oversight comes from Irwin and

students beyond the classroom. With some last-minute scram

Sewell, but also from Redbirds ticket sales manager Steve

bling to complete the curriculum and enroll students, Irwin and

Berneman, who mentors the nine students currently enrolled in

Sewell successfully launched the Sport Sales Training Program
that fall.

the program. This semester, there are four veterans and five rook

"We've been hearing for quite some time that we've done an
inadequate job of preparing people for careers in sports mar
keting," Irwin says. "We are responding to industry need and
industry criticism."
For Sewell, who hires sales personnel every year, the program's
debut was long overdue.
"One of the big holes is that these kids are coming in and
they're struggling selling," Sewell says. "They can't sell, or they
haven't been trained well enough to sell. You can go through and
take all the marketing classes in the world and that's great, but at
10

With their sights set on a career in sports, (left to right) Ryan Luttrell, David McAlister, Katy Schuberth and Aaron Hitchcock took part in the newly
formed Sport Sales Training Program, offered through the College of Education's Bureau of Sport and Leisure Commerce.

to be that hard.' But, oh, my gosh, once we got into it, we were

By entrusting some of their sales to students rather than paid

petrified."
To aid in their calls, and to ease their minds, the students and

and polished employees, the Redbirds might actually be losing

Berneman created sales scripts, which listed talking points for

served, and much more will be known when the Bureau com

convincing season-ticket holders to renew. These included ways

pletes follow-up research on the program's first year.

some renewals. But for Sewell there is a greater good being

to overcome objections and ways to enhance the customer's expe

"We'll make sure we haven't compromised our own way

rience at the ballpark. As the students became more comfortable

of doing business by turning over X-number [of sales] to the

with the Redbirds products, like learning the AutoZone Park

University," Sewell says. "What did that do to us? Did that jeop

seating charts, they were able to increase their sales and put the

ardize us in any way? We'll assess that at the end."
Regardless of numbers, Sewell hopes the program continues to

script away for more fluid phone conversations.
"Once you get going," Schuberth says, "you know it."

feed qualified sports marketers into the Redbirds organization as

And as Berneman watches the progress of his prot6g6s, he

it did with Elise Weaver (one of the program's first participants)

knows the program is a home run, one that through the middle of

and McAlister, who just accepted a job with the Redbirds, as

April had produced $400,000.

well as into other sports properties around town.

"We're developing a group of students who have already
proven to be really good," he says.

"Whether it's here, with the Memphis Motorsports Park, with
the Grizzlies, these kids are going to come in and be more pre
pared," Sewell says. "That would be really reinforcing and make

ies in the program, a mix of graduate and undergraduate students

Pennant chase

who are made to feel like part of the Redbirds' team.

The main hub of the Bureau includes a few offices, a central

"I believe in this class," Sewell adds."I have a passion for the

conference room and a side room that has been turned into the

industry and a passion for the University. I've been able to take a

Sport Sales Training Center, replete with phones and computer

couple of things that I love and put them together."

I treat them like employees," Berneman says. "They bought
into that because they're good people. That was the easy part."
Getting the students to feel like employees may have
been easy, but getting them to call that first customer wasn't.
Katy Schuberth, who is earning an MS in Sport and Leisure
Commerce, was especially timid when it was her turn to call after
the mock sessions ended.
"I was so scared to get on those phones," says Schuberth. "I
thought, 'Oh, I worked at the Gap, so I can sell. It's not going
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terminals hooked up to the Redbirds' ticketing network so

me feel good about what we're doing.

The passion is reciprocal. Thanks to the Redbirds' commit

students can update the system when making calls and making

ment to the U of M, graduates will have an edge when competing

sales.
Irwin is quick to point out that this is not a boiler room — or a

with students from other universities for jobs in a competitive
industry.

sweatshop.
"It's not a ploy by the Redbirds to generate revenue without

to provide the students an experience they wouldn't get anywhere

paying a sales force," he says.

else." <jj,
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"They're giving back to us," Irwin says, "and we're using that

BY JAMIE PETERS

Acting most
peculiar
You may remember him as the backwoodsman Larry on the old Newhart show.
But this U of M alum's latest offbeat role has TV critics talking Emmy.
PHOTOGRAPHY BY CHARLES WILLIAM BUSH

This is the life of a character actor.
In Hollywood, nearly every career begins as William
Sanderson's did with auditioning, followed by many more hours
spent waiting and hoping. Every job is a potential gateway to a

Boggs (BA '72), the owner of Memphis-based Huey's restaurants
who worked with Sanderson at the Memphis T.G.I. Friday's in
Overton Square in the early 1970s.
With his recurring role on HBO's neo-Western Deadwood since

better role in a bigger movie or TV show. Eveiy job is a reason to

2004, Sanderson has landed one of the richest roles of his career

stay in Hollywood a little while longer to give it another chance

as E.B. Farnum, shady hotelier and self-appointed mayor of the

before you pack your bags and go home.
Memphis native Sanderson (BBA '68, JD '71), 62, has lived

eponymous frontier town. The actor spoke to The University of

the tumultuous life of a character actor. He has cycled through

season of the show, which he hopes will serve as the capstone

these phases many times, passing each signpost in the closed
loop of success and defeat.
This is what character actors do.
They work as bartenders as Sanderson has done. First at a
T.G.I. Friday's in Memphis, then in Nashville and later in New
York City at less-than-desirable watering holes. "I worked with
half gangsters," says Sanderson. "Saw shootings at the bar."
Out of the innumerable aspiring actors trying to make it
in Hollywood, a few create lasting places for themselves as
character actors, filling supporting roles with nuance and

Memphis Magazine during a brief break from shooting the third
to a rich career in mainstream and independent film, theatre, as
well as TV shows, including an eight-season, 100-episode role
as Larry in Newhart. "I have resigned myself that I am a journey
man and am blessed to have it," says Sanderson.
Sanderson's modesty belies the sheer range of his work as well
as those with which he has collaborated. He has worked with
such esteemed film directors as Ridley Scott (as the toy maker
in Blade Runner) and Walter Hill. He has acted in movies and
in television shows with Harrison Ford, Bruce Willis, Tommy
Lee Jones and Susan Sarandon. He has been a member of the

emotional depth. After breaking into the business in his early

Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences for about 15 years.

30s, Sanderson, who has law and business degrees from the

That means he has a hand in the Oscar nominees and winners

University of Memphis, has become one of the successful ones.

each year as a voter for the awards.

'I think it's a classic example of how many years and how

But Sanderson says he also has taken roles in a "ton of bottom-

much frustration and heartbreak that many of these actors go

feeder films," including his 1979debut feature, the slasher film

through in trying to break in and get a break," says Thomas

Savage Weekend in which he played the town crazy.
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Laying down the law

girls," Sanderson says. "I met some low

Tommy Lee Jones and Susan Sarandon.

A 1962 graduate of Central High

women after I got a convertible and suc

"Ironically I played a guy who had a law

cess."

degree and didn't know what to do with

School, Sanderson could have been a
lawyer. But he prefers to play one as an
actor. After attending Southern Methodist
University for one year, Sanderson trans
ferred to then-Memphis State University
and earned his bachelor's in business. He
earned his law degree here in 1971. But
he never took the bar — by then he knew
he wanted to be an actor.
"He got the acting bug his last year,"
says Mike Long (BBA '66, JD '71), a
Memphis lawyer and former classmate of
Sanderson's.
After acting in Memphis community
theatre in his 20s, Sanderson headed to
New York City.
"I don't regret going to law school,"
says Sanderson. "It taught me that I
wasn't smart."
Sanderson first found work in regional
theatre while taking acting classes, and
then in off-off Broadway plays and several
small films. Then he made the inevitable
move to Los Angeles to break into TV and
movies.
The All Movie Guide biography capsule
on Sanderson states that the actor special
izes in "Bubba roles." In response to that,
Sanderson says: "I'll consider the source.
They have their own problems. I guess I'd
say thank you. But you know I'd rather be
typecast than not cast at all."
Sanderson lives with his second wife,
Sharon, in the Los Angeles neighbor
hood of Toluca Lake. He has a 25-yearold son who lives in North Carolina and
a second home in Pennsylvania. He
recently completed an independent film,
Disappearances, with Kris Kristofferson.
He used the money to build a fence
around his yard at his Pennsylvania
home.
His priorities have evolved since he

Breaking into Graceland
As a student at Snowden Junior High
who tried to look cool in the then-current
fashion of pegged pants in the late 1950s,
Sanderson began hanging out on Beale
Street where he often would spot Elvis.
The young Sanderson was so enamored
with the King's music that he even bought
a guitar that he never learned how to play.
"When you're a youngster, you feel like
you can do anything. That's what he made
me feel. The music made me feel better. It
still does."
One day Guy Lansky, the co-owner of
the clothing store Lansky Brothers, was
making a delivery to Graceland and asked
if Sanderson wanted to accompany him.
When he arrived Elvis was playing "Don't
Be Cruel" on the piano to a small audi
ence. Sanderson listened in awe from a
corner of the room.
"He didn't know me from Adam but he
didn't run me off," he says.
At weekly pick-up football games in
Whitehaven, Sanderson and his friends
even got to play against Elvis' team.
Later in his youth, Sanderson and a
friend climbed over a fence at Graceland
and went up to the front door. They were
politely escorted out by one of Elvis'
keepers.
At age 18, Sanderson volunteered for
the Army draft.
"I was lucky enough to get out without
going to Vietnam and to use the G.I. Bill,"
says Sanderson, who spent two years in
the Army before going to SMU. He ulti
mately used the G.I. Bill to fund his law
school education.

Memphis: Hollywood style
Sanderson returned to Memphis for the

was a younger man. "You hear it all the

making of 1994's The Client, an adapta

time: [Acting's] a pretty good way to meet

tion of the John Grisham novel starring
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it," he says.
Although Sanderson worked seven
weeks on the film, he doesn't have much
screen time in the final product. Jones
dominated the scenes, and a character
actor has to make room for bigger star's
egos.
"If he can keep you from talking,
he'll do it," says Sanderson, who also
acted with Jones in 1980's Coal Miner's
Daughter.
It's been many years since Sanderson
left his hometown on the Mississippi
River for the East and West coasts, but
Sanderson still keeps in touch with some
of his former classmates from the U of M.
During a visit to Los Angeles several
years ago, Memphis lawyer Mike Long,
his wife Rose, and their daughter met up
with Sanderson, who took them out to eat
in Beverly Hills. There was a wait for a
table, so the three went to the restaurant's
bar. The hostess called Sanderson's party
before they ordered anything from the
bartender.Still, Sanderson stuck around
to tip the bartender, recalls Long.
"He said, 'Thank you. I don't have time
for my drink,' and left," Long says. "He
appreciated that the waiters work for their
tips to make the money."
It was a small gesture. But it was one
that says a lot about Sanderson not only
as a person, but also as a professional
actor, encapsulating the six words that
Sanderson says have guided his career:
"Never forget where you came from."
After all, if Sanderson has learned
anything about his craft, it's that the small
details matter most. They're what make
characters human.
(Deadwood's third season begins in
June on HBO. The series has won Golden
Globe and Emmy awards.)
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(Inset) William Sanderson in costume on the set of
Deadwood. "I believe fans of the show would refer
. as a 'weasel,'" says Sanderson, on playing
irnum on the HBO hit show. The U of M
IUS, best known for his role as Larry ("Hi, I'm
Larry, this is my brother Darryl and this is my other
brother Darryl") on Newhart, has been touted as a
lee in the Best Supporting Actor in a Drama
Series category by TV Cuide. "I'd rather be typecast
lot cast at all," he says of his various and often
offbeat TV and movie roles. Photo by Doug Hyun.

BY MATT TIMBERLAKE

The Chinese
appointment
A U of M conductor returns a musical masterpiece to its homeland.

Maestro Pu-Qi Jiang flew back to his country of origin last
summer and took an old friend with him.
Last May, the associate professor of conducting at the U of M's
Rudi E. Scheidt School of Music traveled to China to serve as
musical director of the Jiangsu Symphony Orchestra in Nanjing

Jiang wanted to return Das Lied to its spiritual origin, his
origin. Two entities from China returning together after artistic
reexamination in the West, bringing it all back home.
A Chinese connection

during an eight-month sabbatical away from Memphis, the city of

Jiang, who is director of orchestral activities at the U of M,

rock and blues. Jumping directly into work, he and the orchestra

came to the United States from China in 1986 after almost 20

players held their first concert, a program of Russian music, on

years of leading orchestras and ensembles in his native country.

May 28. But it was another piece performed at the end of 2005

After earning his master's and doctorate of music in orches

that had Dr. Jiang excited.

tral conducting from the University of Cincinnati's College-

Jiang conducted Das Lied von der Erde (The Song of the Earth)

Conservatory of Music, under the tutelage of Maestro Gerhard

in Chinese for the first time ever. The piece, originally written in

Samuel, he made his way across the U.S., teaching and conduct

German by the Austrian composer Gustav Mahler in 1907-08, is

ing at universities and other organizations before landing at the

based on a translation of Chinese poems (first into French, then
into German) as well as a series of misfortunes taken directly

U of M in 2000.
But to find the seeds of Jiang's deep love for Mahler, and

from Mahler's own life. A passionate meditation on the wonders

specifically Das Lied von der Erde, one must fall further into

of Earth and the simple elegance of life upon it, the work is well

the history of his musical development. Mahler's nine sym

known in the Western world, performed and recorded often in
Europe and North America. But, perhaps because so much of its
artistic richness comes from the German lyrics, Das Lied is not
well known in China.
"One and one-third billion Chinese have never heard Das Lied
von der Erde sung in Chinese," says Jiang. "I wanted them to
hear it."
Since discovering the music in the 1960s while a conducting
student in the Shanghai Conservatory, Jiang has felt a deep con

phonies meant so much to Jiang that he wrote his dissertation,
An Integration of Ancient Chinese Poetry and Western PostRomantic Music: A Study of Gustav Mahler's Das Lied von der
Erde," on the great composer's work.
Jiang has conducted the piece many times during his career.
"Love was instantaneous. The piece is heartbreakingly perfect,"
he says. To Jiang, this symphonic piece is more than a sequence
of lovely notes and angelic voices. Two artists, separated by time,
distance and culture, giving birth to the art involved. The content

nection to it, both because of the sweeping sprawl of the music

belongs in no one place, no one dynasty. It's the deeper truths

and the "we-all-suffer-the-same-human-condition" lyrics.

and secrets of the 100-year-old piece that draw Jiang back to it
again and again.
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An early history lesson
Poetry flourished in China during the years 618 to 907, an
era recorded in history as the Tang dynasty. Li Bai (701-762),
called the "prince of poetry" by his contemporaries and as tall
a figure in Asian literature as William Shakespeare is in the
West, emerged from the frothing sea of creativity to serve as
the movement's figurehead. Famous for his technical skill and
ability to portray the universal experience of life with grace and
simplicity, Li Bai's poems often depict the joyous moments of
existence without forgetting the dark and dismal ones. Four of the
six songs in Das Lied are based on Li Bai's work. The other two
are assembled by Mahler from poems written by the Tang masters
Qian Qi, Meng Haoran and Wang-Wei.
Mahler spent his life in awe of nature and its beauty — that is
where he drew much of his inspiration for composition. In 1908
he wrote to a friend, "For years I've been used to constant and
vigorous exercise, roaming about through forests and mountains,
and then bringing home my drafts like prizes plundered from
nature. I would go to my desk only as a peasant goes to the barn,

history of China. The piece is a difficult one to play, and the
orchestra wanted to do it well. Rehearsals were intense. They
were very excited, very interested."
The Chinese language version of Gustav Mahler's Das Lied von
der Erde premiered Nov. 25, 2005, on the grand and famous stage
of the Shanghai Concert Hall, which Jiang calls "the Chinese
Carnegie Hall." As he and his musicians arrived in Shanghai on
their bus from Nanjing, Jiang felt the rustle of jangling nerves
and a deep desire to do well.
The concert began, and the musicians did their part, as did
Maestro Jiang. According to the conductor, the two Chinese
soloists who sang the lyrics captivated the audience. The music
rose and receded, swelled and peaked, and finally came to a
close in the beautiful hall. As Jiang looked out happily from his
conductor's podium, the audience rose to their feet, grinning
and banging their hands together proudly. The audience didn't
disperse until Maestro Jiang had returned to the stage for bows
and applause, not once, but four more times.
Applause like thunder

just to give shape to my sketches."
The loss of his daughter, though, and a cardiac condition that

much positive feedback about his labor of love. Immediately

confined him to his home sent the composer into a dark mood.

after the performance, the vice president of the Chinese

But a book of ancient Chinese poetry, a gift from a concerned

Musicians Association approached him and, simply and hon

friend, posted his bail. Besides the beautiful imagery the words

estly, said, "Thank you for your meaningful job." Members of

created, the Tang poets wrote of life on Earth in such a reverent
way that Mahler was able to see beyond his private misery and

the International Gustav Mahler Society telephoned to offer

know that the natural world is indeed a wonderful thing. The

review of his work in a national musician's newspaper published

seeds planted for a major work, Mahler began work on Das Lied

in Beijing. "My heart beat irregularly," he says of reading the

von der Erde.

critique. "They gave support. 'Successful,' they said."

Bringing it home
As the 2005 spring semester ended at the U of M, Jiang
packed for an eight-month sabbatical to his home country. An
appointment with the Jiangsu Symphony Orchestra awaited him.
"I'm very thankful to the University of Memphis for allowing
me to take the time to do this," says Jiang. "Not only the admin
istration, but the other members of the music faculty who helped
out here while I was away."

In the hours and weeks after the premiere, Jiang received

congratulations. Three weeks after the show, Jiang read a glowing

The only side he expected to hear from that has yetto offer
commentary is the Chinese official news agency. "Some people
say this is because the performance didn't make any money for
the government and they are not interested," says Jiang. "I think
maybe they don't know Mahler, and don't know what to say about
it."
But make no mistake — those who know Mahler are aware of
the treasure that Jiang now travels with.

During his time in Nanjing, he stayed incredibly busy, giving
15 lectures in five cities and conducting six masterworks and
six joint concerts, two of which were broadcast by Central China
Television (CCTV, the Chinese equivalent to the BBC). Das Lied
was only one of his many concerns, but it was the most important,
and the members of his borrowed orchestra understood it as well
as Jiang did.
"The musicians knew this was a page of Chinese music his
tory," says Jiang. "The first time the new translation of this piece
was performed in Chinese, it would become part of the musical
SPRING 2006

U of M conductor Pu-Qi Jiang says he chose to come to Memphis
because of The Rudi E. Scheidt School of Music's unique approach to
learning - the University is the only school in Tennessee and one of
only a few in the nation to offer a Doctor of Musical Arts. Opposite
page: (Upper left) Jiang has an interest in introducing music to students
of all ages; he often teaches youth symphony camps. (Lower left) The
University's 16-member student ensemble Sound Fuzion visited Jiang
in China during the holiday break and performed with the Jiangsu
Symphony Orchestra. (Lower right) Jiang conducting the Jiangsu
Symphony Orchestra.
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BY BLAIR DEDRICK

Law in order
An expected move downtown will solidify the standing of
the Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law as one of the top law schools in the region.
PHOTOGRAPHY BY LINDSEY LISSAU

As an elected official, Kay Robilio

M School of Law is one of the finest law

ment over the 59,000-square-foot build

(BA '73, JD '80) knows the importance

schools in the Mid-South, and its gradu

ing in which the law school now resides.

of appearance. So when the U of M

ates have achieved outstanding bar exam

announced plans to move its law school

success rates."

downtown to the elegant U.S. Postal

University President Shirley Raines

"Anyone who visits will have to be
impressed," Glassman says.
From 1885, when the building opened,

Service Customs House on Front Street,

says the move downtown expands the

until 1963, the facility served as the fed

the circuit court judge was, in her words,

school's horizons.

eral courthouse and was the site of every

"absolutely delighted."

"We see our campus as the whole city

major federal case in Memphis.
Now, says School of Law Dean James

"Architecture makes a huge differ

of Memphis and the region because we're

ence in image," Robilio says, "and that

in Collierville, we're in Millington, we're

R. Smoot, the courtrooms will be put to

building is an architectural treasure. The

on the main campus and now we will be

use by the nationally recognized Moot

standing of the U of M law school will

downtown on the Mississippi River," she

Court team and for Mock Trial so that

only be enhanced."

says.

students get "not just theory but get to try

With a flooding basement, a flawed

With a long history in law and a close

their skills out in the proper setting."
Smoot hopes to get real courts to

heating and cooling system and major

proximity to courthouses and law offices,

crowding problems, the law school has

the Customs House does make for an

sit there as well so that students can

desperately needed a new home for the
past decade. When the U of M went look

ideal location for the law school, says

easily observe the action. The Federal

Richard Glassman (BS '69, JD '72),

Tennessee Appeals Court already sits at

ing for one, the perfect place was found

senior partner at Glassman, Edwards,

the current law building, and Smoot says

in the perfect location: at the Customs

Wade and Wyatt PC and past president of

it would be good to be able to provide a

House in downtown Memphis. The U of

the University's alumni association.

better location for them.

M will begin holding classes as early as

"The move will be a great thing for

'The building has a history that rever

2009 in the stately 120-year-old building,

the entire University. It will give the

berates well with the use it will now be

where some say the ghosts of history walk

University a showplace and a downtown

put to," he says.

the halls.

presence that rivals any university in the

No split decision
"This is a great day for Memphis and
the students who will benefit from this
exciting new project now and in the
future," says U.S. Sen. Bill Frist, who
helped coordinate the deal. "The U of
SPRING 2006

United States," Glassman says.
The building, which was placed on the
National Register of Historic Places in
1980, boasts four courtrooms, the original
brass window cages and hardwood panel
ing, and magnificent architecture in its

Top of the class
With its 98.5 percent job placement
rate nine months after graduation and top
bar exam scores, the U of M School of
Law is already top of the line education
ally, says Smoot.

140,000 square feet — a vast improve
21

"We know we have the best law school

Moot Court team excels

in the state, but we need to put the pro
gram in a buildingthat is appropriate," he
says. "The location gives us intellectual

t The announcement of a move downtown wasn't the U of M law school's only big news to

resources such as access to speakers."

kick off 2006.

The law faculty includes some 25

x

adjunct professors, many of whom work

Mark Thompson, Todd Richardson, and Shannon McKenna, all students at the Cecil C.
Humphreys School of Law, took second place at the National Moot Court competition finals

downtown as judges and lawyers. The

last February in New York City. The U of M team defeated the University of Pennsylvania,

move will makeit easier to attract and

Fordham University, George Washington University and Wake Forest University before nar

retain professionals who have specialized

rowly falling to Duke University in the final round. It was the law school's highest-ever finish.

knowledge both to teach courses and as

|||

guest speakers.

This is an extraordinary achievement," says School of Law Dean James R. Smoot. "It is

another sign of the continued growth toward the next level of excellence that characterizes

The building's location will give
students easy access to job and intern

the University's law school program."

possibilities as well. Third-yearlaw

P Richardson, McKenna and Thompson, who was named Best Oral Advocate in the final

students are encouraged to intern or clerk

round, are all second-year law students who distinguished themselves at the national com-

to develop their skills andobserve the

; . petition by outperforming third-year students.

skills of others. Thoughit can be hard

j| The 2005-06 competition began last fall with 186 teams from 129 law schools in 14

for students to do that now with the law

regions. The U of M placed second at regionals last November. The top 28 teams from

school located on themain campus, the

. regionals advanced to New York, and the top 16 teams advanced to the final round. At the

downtown location will increase these

of the
the country's
country's most
most prestigious
prestigious law
law
'' national level, the U of M defeated or finished ahead of

opportunities.

p

thing," says Smoot. "It's better tobe
where the action is."

Hear ye, hear ye

nool we're up there with any school in
"I think our team's showing proves that as a law school

outside help and then present oral argu
ments to a panel that serves as a mock
Supreme Court. The competition, spon
sored by the American College of Trial

school's move — it means more than 500

Lawyers and the Young Lawyers Committee of the Bar of the City of New York, gave these

new people downtown eating, working
Benny Lendermon (BSCE '75, MS '79),
president of the Riverfront Development
Corporation, says the move fits inper
fectly with his group's plan toconnect the
busy downtown area with the riverfront.
He says the corporation "has been trying
for years to get that building reutilized for

advocacy.

Participants must write a legal brief without

artainly shows
shows that
that our
our students
students can
can
law school's associate dean for academic affairs. "It certainly

businesses are also excited about the law

and, perhaps, living.

competition is designed

in writinS briefs and in oral

iara Kritchevsky,
the country," says law professor and team coach Barbara
Kritchevsky, who
who also
also serves
serves as
as the
the

compete with any students on the national stage."

The city of Memphis and downtown

The Moot Gourt

to help law students improve their skills

J: schools.

"In law,being isolated isnot a good

students - indeed the entire law school - a chance to shine.
"It's a testament to the quality of the legal education that we're receiving here and to the

The University of Memphis is purchasing the downtown U.S. Postal Sen/ice Customs House
located on Front Street for its Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law. Tentative plans call for classes to
begin there in 2009 after renovations are made to the ornate 120-year-old facility.

quality of dedicated professors who are willing to give their time to train us to be better
legal advocates," McKenna says. "It just shows that the University is as capable of producing

recruit more people from out of town.
'That's how you bring talent in," he notes.

Making the case
Funding for the expected $43mil

accomplished attorneys as anyone in the country."

ment fund, the smallest in Tennessee,

With this impressive showing behind them, the future now looks much brighter not only

Smoot says.

for these three students, but also for anyone who graduates from the U of M with a degree

'Tennessee doesn't have enough money
to do what it needs to do, so we have to

something more beneficial to thecom

lion cost of renovating the building is

start acting like aprivate school and raise

munity."

anticipated to come from the state while

our own money through private dona

the law school," Richardson says. "When you have a national competition, it gives us the

the University will raise the $5.3 million

tions," he says. The goal is to raise $12

opportunity to show off what we believe to be the really high quality nature of the legal

acquisition cost.

million to cover the acquisition costs and

education that takes place here."

"We think it's important because it
returns the building to a grander use for
the public," Lendermon says. "It will be

"Our next step is to raise the private

the centerpiece of the area that we are

dollars from the community for the build

working hard to improve."

ing," Dr. Raines says.

Lendermon adds that the magnificence
of the building willhelp the University

In addition, the law school wants to
take the opportunity to add to itsendow

"It's a huge personal accomplishment, of course, but it's also a big accomplishment for

to add to the endowment fund.

Another team from the law school won the regional championship of the American Bar

With an already solid academic base,

Association's National Appellate Advocacy Competition (ABA-NAAC) in San Francisco in

the law school's move downtown is

March. The team - Betsy Weintraub, Christian Soronen and Josh Roberts - advanced to

that should not be measuredin miles,but

the national finals, held April 6-8 in Chicago.

rather light years. ^
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BY ERIC SMITH

Setting the tone
Softball may be a new sport at the U of M, but players and coaches
are determined to be competitive in their first season while also building a legacy.
PHOTOGRAPHY BY JEFF NYCZ

Last spring, when Windy Thees was recruiting players for the

when women's soccer was added. According to associate athletic

University of Memphis' inaugural Softball team, she explained

director Lynn Parkes, the U of M spent several years mulling

the perks of joining a first-year program.

the prospect of another sport before finally moving forward with
softball.

There was the excitement of establishing traditions.
The impending construction of an on-campus stadium.
And, of course, the shiny new gear players would get to unwrap
when practice finally commenced.
"Trust me, I used that as a recruiting tool," Thees says. "I told
them everything was going to be smelling of plastic and they're
going to rip the tags off of everything."
That fringe benefit was one reason Bridgette McNulty signed
with Memphis. After all, McNulty played junior college Softball
in Arizona, where she was forced to suffer through shabby and
scarce equipment.
"We had to share bats, our helmets were ugly, we got one pair

"We wanted to give them an opportunity to be successful,"
Parkes says.
Though the University wasn't in jeopardy of a Title IX viola
tion, it made sense to add a women's sport to maintain the gender
equity mandated for all federally funded educational institutions.
Besides, softball was a natural fit at the U of M considering the
success it achieved as a club sport the previous few years and the
popularity of the sport regionally.
"We did a good bit of research and we knew we had a lot of
interest in the high schools in the area and in the surrounding
states," Parkes says.

Thees had to market herself not only to recruits, but to poten

From near and far

of cleats," says McNulty, a junior third baseman. "At this school

The athletic department secured funding for the program,

we have anything and everything. It's all pretty, too. It's gorgeous.

tial assistant coaches as well. Thees hired Louisiana Tech stand

which during the first year was centered on equipment, staffing

Geographically and culturally, San Diego is a long way from

It's a step up."

out Maria Pinkston in March 2005, and former Florida assistant

and recruiting, Parkes says. It also created scholarships: eight

Memphis. But that didn't stop Kimberly Hayden from leaving her

Dave Majeski in August 2005.

California home last summer for the U of M. She simply couldn't

Fifteen pioneering student-athletes stepped up to comprise
the first softball team in U of M history, but those who helped
make NCAA Division I softball a reality here aren't content with

this season, 10 next year and the maximum 12 beginning in
2007-08.
With genuine interest from prospective players and departmen

merely donning that sparkling softball gear while letting oppo

tal money set aside, the University then notified the eight-team

nents roll over them.

Conference USA of its decision to add softball and requested to

No, these Tigers have much loftier goals.

be included in the 2005-06 schedule.

"I expect this team to perform well; I expect them to do well

But the program truly got going in January 2005 with the hiring

in conference; I expect to challenge for a regional bid this first

of Thees, who left the helm at Georgia College & State University
to become the U of M's first head coach.

year," Thees says. "Why would you play if you knew you weren't
going to do those things?"
Behind curtain No. 2 ...
Softball officially began last October with the fall exhibition
season, making it the University's first new sport since 1995
24

'The reason I took the job is because the University of
Memphis is such a great school," says Thees. "And it sold me on
the fact that this school can sell itself, so I knew I could sell the
kids on the school. Then I had to sell myself as a coach."
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Along with all the administrative duties, such as filling uniform
and equipment orders, Thees traveled the country in hopes of
filling a roster. In homes nationwide Thees talked about the

pass up the opportunity to be a member of the University's inau
gural team, to see what was behind that curtain.
"I really wanted to be part of the history, to be the first one

potential risk — and corresponding reward — of committing to a

here, to establish the building blocks for the team for years to

first-year program. She compared it to the game show "Let's Make

come," says Hayden, a freshman catcher.

a Deal," whereby recruits could opt for an established softball
program or an unknown one behind the curtain.

Players came for myriad reasons, and they came from myriad
places. Of the team's 15 players, four are from Tennessee, and

"Did they want to go somewhere where they knew what they

the other 11 hail from seven different states. And while develop

were going to get — maybe it wasn't what they always dreamed of

ing team chemistry might have seemed impossible for a first-year

— or did they want to make something behind the curtain their

program, players believe the opposite has been true.

own, and it could be great," Thees says. 'They really love that
idea of building something, all these girls did, and that was fun."

"As far as coming together as a team, I was really, really sur
prised that we came together so quickly and that we get along so
well," McNulty says.
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the columns
Alumni Association Awards gala
soars into Wild Blue Yonder
The University of Memphis Alumni Association
bestowed its highest NonofS at an April 29 gala at the
Tennessee Air National Guard. Kenneth A May, Deanie
Parker and Dorothy Johnson Pounders were recognized
as Distinguished Alumni. Robert Stephens was named
Outstanding Young Alumnus.
May (BBA '83) is president and GEO of FedEx Kinko's
Office and Print Services, where he is responsible for stra
tegic direction and product and service vision, as well as
growth and development for more than 1,500 locations

U of M Softball players enjoy the sunny weather at practice in Southaven, Miss., earlier this year. The outlook is bright for the University's inaugural
softball team, which is trying to succeed in its debut season and establish a winning legacy for the future. "We're going to make sure we perform at a
high level," says coach Windy Thees. The Tigers will begin playing in a new South Campus stadium during the 2007 spring season.

Credit Thees with choosing players who
she believed would mesh on and off the
field.
"I think since Coach recruited us all
individually, she kind of had an idea of
what our personalities were going to be
like, who would clash and who wouldn't,
and I think she did really well with find
ing people who don't clash," Hayden
says. "It's really nice to have that chem
istry on the team. It helps you win more
games."
That chemistry off the field has indeed
translated to success on it. With a 24-21
record midway through their debut, the
Lady Tigers have turned heads by beat
ing seasoned programs, even some of
Memphis' natural rivals like nearby Ole
Miss. The Lady Tigers crushed the Rebels
11-0 in February, an impressive showing
in the team's third official game.
"We wanted to get it done and show
them who's boss," Hayden says.
26

admits that it can be tough leaving cam
pus after class each day and driving to

Memphis this season. Instead, they are

Southaven, but they delight at the thought

playing home games 20 minutes away at

of their stadium being completed next

Greenbrook Park in Southaven, Miss.,

year.

Ground Operations Division, managing 60,000 employ
ees and overseeing U S- pickup, delivery and customer
contact operations. May joined FedEx in 1982 as Super
Hub manager and was promoted to senior manager in

'The feeling is heartwarming," Ross
says. "We'll be at our home, and it will

1986. In 1994 he became managing director over Global

open for the 2007 springseason, Parkes
says.

definitely be like we're permanent, like

Operations Control & Coordination.
May is on the national board of trustees for the March

we're here."

Thees was involved in the planning,

Actually, these 15 women are already

of Dimes and is vice chair and a board member of Youth

and her insights helped keep the facility

here, despite their temporary home across

Villages. He is a former executive board member and vice

from resembling a baseball field.

the state line. Because as the players

president at large for the American Trucking Association.

continue to reveal the prize once hidden
behind the curtain, and as they build a

first prize was an audition with soul label Stax Records.

she says. "They had forgotten the bull-

legacy of winning softball, they're firmly

Today Parker (BPS '77, MPA '88) is president of the

pens and they hadn't put in the batting

securing their place in U of M athletic

cages and we don't take on-the-field [bat

history.

cages."
As for the players, they are especially

Soulsville Foundation, the nonprofit organization created
to build both the Stax Museum of American Soul Music

"I always try to tell them that their pic

and the Stax Music Academy. In between, she held count

ture will never come off the wall," Thees

less jobs at Stax, from singer and composer to secretary,

says. "And they have the chance to set

eager to get into their new digs. Kara

the bar very, very high for teams following

liner notes writer, photographer, editor, publicist and press

Ross, a junior from Jacksonville, Fla.,

them."

correspondent. As director of publicity for Stax, Parker
worked with such stars as Isaac Hayes, Booker T. & the
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Dorothy Johnson Pounders

When Parker won a local talent contest in 1963, the

never designed a Softball field before,"

ting practice]; in softball you take them in

Deanie Parker

he served as senior vice president of the U.S. Domestic

on the South Campus. It's scheduled to

"I think the people designing it had

Kenneth A. May

executive vice president and GOO since joining FedEx
Kinko's in 2004. In his most recent role at FedEx Express

Field of dreams
The U of M won't play a single game in

until a $1.3 million stadium is completed

and 20,000 team members in 11 countries. He had been
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MGs, Otis Redding, the Staple Singers and Rufus and Carla
Thomas. She was marketing director for the Memphis
in May International Festival for nearly a decade, leaving
as assistant executive director in 1995. Parker served as
vice president of communications and marketing at The
Med before joining Soulsville in 2000. She serves on the

It's all about listening
Ann Smith Utterback gets paid to be a
good listener. And if her clients listen care

rooms throughout the country and around

national multimedia broadcasting service

five seconds of viewing before they decide

the world.

funded by the U.S. government. The service

whether to continue considering that appli

broadcasts news, educational and cultural

cant or not. Voice is one of the main things
they judge in the first five seconds."

Utterback defines a good broadcast voice

fully to her advice, they will become better
speakers - vital for professionals who stake

as "a healthy voice that enhances mean

programming to more than 100 million

their careers on talking.

ing." If a broadcaster has a problem such

people worldwide. VOA programs are

as hoarseness or a poor vocal tone, it will

produced and broadcast in 44 languages

to write Broadcasting Through Crisis: How

though radio, satellite television and the

to Keep Going When Tragedy Hits. Many

Internet. Utterback's VOA clients broadcast

journalists who covered the attacks were

in every language.

as emotionally devastated as the police

For more than 30 years, the broad
cast voice specialist and stress reduction

detract from the message, she says. "It
would not enhance meaning, and

counselor has been giving advice to TV

The terrorist attacks of 9/11 inspired her

and radio news reporters and anchors from

might become what the

across the globe. Utterback (BA '69, MA

listener concentrates on."

While the majority of her work is in

She advises clients to

broadcasting, Utterback does some cor

nel who responded at the scene, Utterback

'71) has consulted with broadcasters from

officers, fire fighters and medical person

all the major networks as well as CNN, FOX,

speak conversationally,

porate and government training. She has

says. "After September 11, some of these

MSNBC, ESPN, National Public Radio, The

as if they were talking to

prepared individuals to testify at congressio

broadcasters were falling apart emotionally,"

Associated Press, Reuters and local stations

a friend. One of the most

nal hearings. She has advised ambassadors,

she explains. "Post-traumatic stress disorder

in the United States and Canada.While she

common problems clients

press secretaries from Lithuania to Saudi

began to hit. Some of them couldn't sleep,

have is leaving off the end

Arabia and members of the Department of

they had nightmares, they started to drink

ing consonants of words.

the Treasury, who proved to be her most

more, smoke more. They were absolutely

To overcome this habit, she

difficult audience. "I depend on energy

first responders. They hit the ground run

offers vocal exercises to

from the audience. I was telling funny

ning. They worked shoulder-to-shoulder

stories, and no one was laughing," she says.

with those people, and they suffered the

'Then it dawned on me, 'Department of

consequences."

doesn't discuss individual clients, here's a
hint about the caliber of her customers:
friend and legendary CBS newsman Walter

Ann Smith Utterback. Her book,
Broadcasting Through Crisis, was
written in response to 9/11.

Cronkite wrote an endorsement for her
broadcast voice book.
Utterback earned two of her degrees

York. The young undergraduate would often
find that her Southern drawl made her an

improve delivery.
A detectable accent also is discouraged.

in speech from the U of M, but at first

object of curiosity. "Everyone said, 'Talk

"Having a distinct regional accent can be

the Treasury, they're Secret Service.' They're

didn't intend to teach the subject. "In my

for us, you're so cute.' Idecided to teach

distracting and take away from the mes

trained to not even blink." She also consults

hurricanes and going into war zones, and

first master's seminar, the professor slid

myself to talk without a Southern accent. I

sage," Utterback advises. "General American

with the occasional congressman and can

with the continuing threat of terrorist attacks,

a book across the conference table and

taught myself in a year, and then I realized I

dialect is preferred everywhere, unless

didates for governor or mayor.

it seems like there will be a strong demand

informed me I'd be teachinga voice and

could help others," she says.

maybe you work at a country music station

diction class the next hour as a graduate

After graduating, Utterback began teach

in Texas."

Along with voice consultation comes
another facet of the job: stress reduction.

With reporters and anchors covering the

for Utterback's services. 'We've been through
some amazing years," she says.

assistant," she explains. Faculty members

ing speech and voice diction at Shelby

at then-Memphis State University provided

State Community College (now Southwest

the country. For those who can't come to

Guide, I tried to find a more stressful pro

broadcasters, Utterback is adding another

Utterback with strong influences. She

Tennessee Community College). She then

the Washington area, she accepts broad

fession than live TV, and I couldn't find it,"

title to her resum6: novelist. Her first work

recalls that professors Betty May Collins

moved on to Illinois State, Southern Illinois

casts tapes, which she reviews with the

says Utterback. "I interviewed police officers,

of fiction is schedule to be published

Parker and Lea Queener supplied a strong

and the University of Maryland at College

client over the telephone. She has worked

brain surgeons, air traffic controllers. Even

this year. It's a mystery about a television

foundation in voice and diction. Media

Park. Living in the Washington, D.C., area

with broadcasters in Indonesia, Canada,

surgeons can take a break if they have to. If

reporter from Washington, D.C.

scholar and speech professor David Yellin

proved to be fortuitous, puttingher near the

Israel, Guam and all 50 states. She is also

you're on the air live, you can't."

introduced her to the medium of television.

capital's many television bureaus and news

on retainer with radio and television stations

Utterback worked as Yellin's secretary while

organizations. A career was born.

around the world to provide telephone

a candidate for a job cannot afford to have

she was a graduate student and assisted
him on documentaries.
While a student, she would visit her

Utterback is one of only a handful of con

"When I was writing Broadcasters Survival

Broadcast journalism is so competitive,

consultations. Her clients include KGO TV

even a small vocal distraction. "Even in a

sultants who specialize in broadcast voice

in San Francisco, the Weather Network in

small market in a small town, the news

work. She literally wrote the book on the

Toronto and BayNews 9 in Tampa Bay, Fla.

director will get more than a hundred

boyfriend (now husband of 38 years), who

subject The Broadcast Voice Handbook,

attended Cornell University in upstate New

now in its fourth edition, is used in news

28

Utterback gives voice workshops around

Utterback has worked under contract for
15 years with Voices of America, an inter-
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resume tapes for an opening," Utterback

Send your information to:
Alumni Center
The University of Memphis
Memphis, TN 38152
901/678-2586
alumni@cc.memphis.edu

After more than 20 years of working with

For Class Notes,
send information to:
gmaxey@memphis.edu
Be sure to visit
The University of Memphis
Magazine online at:
www.memphis.edu/magazine
Get the latest news
on campus events!
www.memphis.edu/enews

says. "News directors give each tape about
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Herff College of Engineering presents awards
Robert D. Jamison, recently-appointed deputy director of the

president and executive director of Memphis Bioworks Foundation;

Pat Kerr Tigrett designs with heart
Bridal couture designer and U of M alumna Pat Kerr Tigrett, who

Transportation Security Administration, was named Outstanding

Mark Darty, executive vice president of research, development

has organized some of Memphis' most memorable benefit par

Alumnus by the Herff College of Engineering in March.

and manufacturing for Luminetx; Harry B. Rike III, who sen/ed as

ties, has been inducted into the Philanthropy World Magazine

Before joining the TSA, Jamison (BSEE '87) served as deputy

president of Ellers, Oakley, Chester & Rike, an engineering consult

Philanthropy Hall of Fame. She was honored at a January gala in

administrator of the Federal Transit Administration at the U.S.

ing firm, for more than 20 years; and Edward F. Williams III (MA

Dallas along with such notables as Richard, Kyle and Pattie Petty of

Department of Transportation. He also served as acting administra

'74), founder of E.F. Williams and Associates and president of

NASCAR racing fame, golf legend Byron Nelson and NBC's Katie

tor of the Federal Railroad Administration, senior operations officer

Environmental Testing & Consulting of the Americas Inc.

Couric.

for the American Red Cross, and spent 13 years in management at
United Parcel Service.

Engineering faculty and staff also were recognized at the din

Tigrett (BFA '63) is chair and owner of Pat Kerr Inc., a design firm

ner. They included Dr. Bill Segui, winner of the Outstanding

that specializes in bridal couture, children's couture and large event

Jamison has received the Secretary of Transportation's 9/11

Faculty Teaching Award; Dr. David Russomanno, recipient of the

production. She is one of the world's leading collectors of antique

Medal and the Department of Transportation's War on Terrorism

Outstanding Faculty Research Award; and Melanie James, Shelia

laces and textiles and is a much-sought authority on the subject.

Medal. He also is a life member of the University of Memphis

Moses and Becky Ward, who were recognized with Outstanding

Alumni Association.

Staff Awards.

The 2006 Herff Honor Awards for Distinguished Service in
Engineering were presented to four individuals: Steven J. Bares,

The awards were presented at a banquet at the Holiday Inn at the
U of M.

Alumni Association Awards
boards of the Rock 'n' Soul Museum and the Memphis and Shelby
County Music Commission.
Parker received the 2003 University College Alumni Achievement
Award. She also received the MPA (Master of Public Administration)
program's Outstanding Alumni Award in 1993.
Pounders (BSEd '76, JD '81) is managing partner of the
Coleman-Pounders law firm, where she concentrates her practice
in family law, litigation, arbitration and mediation. Her career has

member of the American College Trial Lawyers and American
Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers.
Stephens (BSEE '90) is senior vice president and chief operating

State laws; and the first woman to serve as chair of the Tennessee
Supreme Court Alternative Dispute Resolution Committee. She also
received the Marion Griffin-Frances Loring Award for contributions to
the legal profession from the Association for Women Attorneys.
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known as founder of the Jingle Bell Ball and the Blues Ball. The

inaugural gowns for former Tennessee first lady Martha Sundquist. A

Jingle Bell Ball features four parties for children grouped by age. The

Pat Kerr gown launched the Estee Lauder "Beautiful" perfume cam

Blues Ball is a forum for Memphis musicians and honors the city's

paign. Bride's magazine named her Marketer of the Year, the highest

legendary music.

for the College of Communication and Fine Arts in 2002. "She was

Hernando DeSoto Bridge-lighting celebration, the Big Dig marking

instrumental through her leadership with the Blues Ball in endowing

the groundbreaking for The Pyramid, the Northwest/KLM inaugural

a scholarship in Sam Phillips' name in the music industry program of

for the first international flights into Memphis, and the FedExForum

the Rudi E. Scheidt School of Music," says Dr. Richard Ranta, dean of

opening gala.

the College of Communication and Fine Arts. Tigrett currently serves
on the Scheidt School Board of Advisers and as a member of the
U of M Board of Visitors.
This year Tigrett will establish the Pat Kerr Scholar in Fashion at
the U of M in celebration of her 25th year in the fashion industry.

Industry Vertical Partner program, which recruited more than 200

In honor of her late husband, John Burton Tigrett, she will endow
a scholarship at the U of M's FedEx Institute of Technology that is
unique in focus and support. It will reward a student who embodies

services to customers in the oil and gas, chemical, consumer pack-

the qualities of entrepreneurship and innovation.

aged goods and automotive industries, as well as state and federal

Tigrett serves on numerous boards, including St. Jude Children's

government.

Research Hospital, Memphis in May, the Rock 'n' Soul Museum, the

He spent the early years of his career in the oil and gas industry,

Memphis and Shelby County Music Commission and the Riverfront

managing both capital projects and complex IT implementations

Development Corporation.

within Shell Oil Co. and Equilon Enterprises. Stephens also serves as
president of the U of M's Houston Alumni Club.
Stephens and May are Alumni Association Life Members.
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Tigrett was instrumental in bringing Memphis actress/singer
Cybill Shepherd to the U of M for a benefit cabaret performance

some of Memphis' most high-profile benefit parties, including the

development with SAP Labs. His team was responsible for the

sional services for SAP Portals, Stephens delivered professional

Tennessee to a national conference of commissioners on Uniform

to entertainment celebrities to everyday brides. She fashioned both

board of directors. He previously was senior director of business

new independent software vendors. As vice president of profes

Bar Association; the first female commissioner appointed from

Tigrett has chaired numerous charity events. She is especially

officer of Management Controls Inc. and serves on the company's

Judge Jerome Turner Lawyer's Lawyer Award from the Memphis

law firm; the first woman to become president of the Memphis

Tigrett has designed dresses for everyone from European royalty

In addition to creating beautiful fashions, Tigrett has organized

Pounders is a Fellow of the Tennessee Bar Foundation and a

Pat Kerr Tigrett

of Windsor and some pieces made for and by Queen Victoria.

award in the bridal industry.

included a series of firsts: She was the first woman to receive the

Bar Association; the first female partner in the Glankler Brown

In her private collection are four gowns that belonged to the late
Princess Diana, 100 pieces of clothing from the Duke and Duchess

"As a longtime friend, I am very pleasedthat she as an alumna of

We now accept gifts to the U of M online at
www.memphis.edu/give.htm
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this college is receiving this recognition for all that she has done,"
Ranta says.

Chapters & Clubs
For more information on

Band

Engineering

last semester in Manning Hall.

The Chicago Club met there

alumni events listed below,

The chapter hosted the 2006

The Herff College of

They also held a bake sale at

throughout the season to watch
the Tigers take on opponents

contact the Alumni Association

Mid-South Indoor Percussion and

Engineering held its 18th

the Carrier Center in January

at alumnievents@memphis.

Color Guard Competition at the

Annual Awards Dinner March

to raise funds for a book

such as UTEP and UAB, and to

edu or call 901/678-2586 or

Elma Roane Fieldhouse March 4.

16th at the University of

scholarship to be awarded to a

cheer on the Tigers during the

Memphis Holiday Inn.

University College student.

C-USA Championship.

800/678-8729. More infor
mation is available at www.
memphis.edu/alumni.

Business and
Economics

Journalism

Half Century Club

Dallas

The chapter will sponsor a golf

Students, mentors, faculty

Are you a member of the Class

The Dallas Alumni Club

tournament at Quail Ridge

and administrators enjoyed

of 1956? We are looking for

cheered on the Tigers through

Golf Course June 12. Proceeds

an evening of networking and

members of the class to help

out the NCAA Tournament.

from the tournament will

learning more about the club's

plan your Golden Reunion. If

Mentorship Program March 2.

you are interested, contact the

Houston

Alumni Association at

On Feb. 4 the club held a pre-

Arts & Sciences

benefit academic scholarships

In January the chapter heard

in the college. The 14th annual

a reading by Pulitzer Prize-

Alumni Day Luncheon is sched

Nursing

alumnievents@memphis.edu

game rally before the Tigers

winning novelist Alison Lurie.

uled for Sept. 12 at the U of M

The chapter helped gather

or 901/678-2586 or 800/678-

beat Rice. The club also met to

The evening was capped off

Holiday Inn. Guest professors

materials for a group of stu

8729.

cheer on the Tigers throughout

will visit classes throughout the

dents headed to the Dominican

with food and conversation.
More Back to School Nights

the NCAA Tournament.

Fogelman College, and awards

Republic. The students make

Young Alumni

will be given to distinguished

this trip each spring and fall to

The Young Alumni continued

Nashville Law

provide much-needed health

its watch party tradition by

The club held a spring recep

AUSP

alumni andfriends of the
College. Funds raised benefit

care and medical resources

hosting "Paint the Mid-South

tion at the Boult, Cummings,

are in the planningstages.

On Feb. 27 the chapter held an

academic scholarships for both

for this impoverished country.

Blue" parties at Newby's Bar

Connors & Berry law firm April

alumni reception in conjunc

graduate and undergraduate

On April 24 the chapter held

and Grill. On April 1 the group

5. Law School Dean James R.

tion with the 36th annual

students.

its annual Career Fair at the

participated in Andrea Walks

Smoot updated alumni on the

Mid-South Conference on

University Center. Many health

for Shelby County's Children,

state of the school and the

Communicative Disorders at

Education

care recruiters were on hand

supporting the Memphis Child

move to the new downtown

the Hilton East. Are you an

The club is being reestablished.

to speak to nursing students.

Advocacy Center.

location on Front Street.

AUSP alum? If so, let us know

Education alumni are invited to

Nursing seniors presented

what you've been up to. We

get involved and plan events

their final senior projects to

Birmingham

St. Louis

will include your accomplish

for the fall. Contact chapter

chapter judges. Another Career

The Birmingham Alumni Club

The club met this spring to
watch Tiger basketball.

ments in the next AUSP

coordinator Vanessa Peterson

Fair is planned for December.

hosted a pre-game rally on

newsletter. E-mail your updated

at vgrayl @memphis.edu or

Proceeds from the fair benefit

March 2 before the Tigers

information to club coordinator

901/678-2586.

the Nursing Career Fund.

played the UAB Blazers.

University College

Chicago

The chapter provided coffee

Rockbottom Restaurant and

and cookies for University

Brewery is the official True

College students during finals

Blue Tiger headquarters.

Tulsa

Vanessa Peterson at vgray1@

memphis.edu.
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This spring the newly formed
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(Top) Members of the Half Century Club gathered for a reunion at the home of President Shirley Raines
last fall as part of Flomecoming festivities. Honored guests were members of the classes of 1954 and 1955.
All graduates of 50 years or more are eligible to join the club. (Above) The Jackson Law Alumni Club held a
reception Jan. 24 in conjunction with a visit by President Shirley Raines to Jackson, Tenn. Among those attend
ing were Judge Butch Childers (BBA '71, JD '74), left, and Rusty Reviere (BA '76, JD '79).
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Tulsa Alumni Club gathered at
Hardwood Bar and Grill for a
pre-game rally before Memphis
took on Tulsa.
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1958

the Memphis and Shelby

1974

the 2005 Chancellor Charles

William D. Derryberry (BS)

County Office of Planning and

Louis P. Britt (BA) is manag

A. Rond Memorial Award for

was a Naval intelligence officer

Development, the last eight

ing partner of Ford & Harrison's

for 22 years. After retiring from

years as planning director.

Memphis law office and

the Navy he served as direc
tor of administration and real

Year from the Memphis Bar
Association's Young Lawyers

was elected a Fellow of the

1969

Division.

Tennessee Bar Association.

estate for DynCorp, a technical

M. Anderson Cobb (BS, JD

services corporation. Derryberry

'73), a member of the Harris

Don Campbell (BBA) joined

1976

then did consulting work

Shelton Hanover Walsh law

the Bogatin Law Firm labor and

Charles Cottam (BBA, JD '80)

employment office.

joined the Bogatin Law Firm

for DynCorp and Computer

firm, was recognized in The

Sen/ices Corp. for two years. He

Best Lawyers in America

is living in Locust Grove, Va.

2005-2006.

1960

Robert Rutman (BSEd) is

Ellen McGowan (BS, MA

living in Tucson, Ariz., after

Bob Plunk (BA), director of

development for Methodist

'64) held a solo exhibition of

relocating from Alaska, where

development for the Methodist

Healthcare.

her clay sculptures at the Ross

he worked and raised his fam

Healthcare Foundation, was

Gallery at Christian Brothers

ily for 30 years. He works for

elected 2006 president of

Julia Spaulding lives in

University.

the University of Arizona in its

the Association of Fundraising

Murfreesboro, Tenn., where she

1962
Victor L. Robilio Jr. (BBA), an
importer of wines and spirits,
wrote the Great American
Guide to Fine Wines. He also

1979

Outstanding Judge of the

labor and employment office.

Bob Plunk

Ayn Maddox (BFA, BPS '84,
MS '95) is director of leader

Peggy Fincher Winters

R. Hunter Humphreys
Dr. Linda Bennett

Peggy Fincher Winters

R. Hunter Humphreys (JD),

Dr. Linda Bennett (BSEd,

(BSEd) published The Power

of the Glankler Brown law

MEd '82), associate professor

of Retail Branding: Innovative

firm, was named one of the

in the Department of Learning,

Marketing Strategies for

150 most influential people in

Teaching and Curriculum at

Tennessee's commercial real

the University of Missouri-

education equity assistance

Professionals Memphis chapter.

is auditing classes in criminal

Achieving Brand Power. This

program for schools in Nevada,
California and Arizona. Rutman
and his wife have two grand

Plunk served as director of the

justice at Middle Tennessee

is her third book on branding

estate industry by Business

Columbia, was named editor of

U of M Alumni Association from

State University.

concepts written with co-author

Tennessee magazine. He also

Social Studies and the Young

1985-94. He and his family live

Dr. Arthur A. Winters. She is

Learner, the official National

sons.

in Germantown.

founding director of the F.l.T.

was named to the magazine's
"The Best 150 Lawyers in

Internship Program, was an

Tennessee" list Humphreys

Council for Social Studies
(NCSS) journal for elemen

instructor in advertising and

represents investors, develop

tary social studies educators.

B. Douglas Earthman

is the author of The Mighty

1970

B. Douglas Earthman (JD)

Mississippi and host of the

John Cothran (BA, MBA '76)

joined the Glankler Brown law

communications, and now is an

ers, lenders and participants in

Bennett has 26 years of

Library Channel's Winds of

published A Search of African

firm as a member. He concen

international lecturer in adver

real estate, secured lending and

experience in elementary and

History.

American Life, Achievement

trates his practice in real estate

tising and marketing communi

other business transactions.

early childhood social studies

and Culture. The book, which

law.

1967

began as a game, uses a

John E. Harkins (BS,

question-and-answer for

Max Fratoddi (BA) is

PhD '76) was appointed

mat to explore the history of

president of the AMBER Alert

to the Tennessee Historical

African-Americans. Cothran is
a program manager for 1MB

Commission. He is a history
teacher and department chair
at Memphis University School.

1968
William Dunlap (BA), a

Corp. and a collector of African-

1975

cations at The Fashion Institute
of New York.

Doug Collins (BBA) is founder

James Bledsoe (BBA) is chief

and CEO of Prudential Collins-

operating officer of HercuBuild

Consortium, a public/private

Maury Inc. Realtors and founder

Inc., a high-tech building mate

partnership deploying a state-

Shelley Page Baur (BA) is

and CEO of Sovereign Homes.

rials manufacturing company

by-state alert system linking law

corporate account manager for

based in Phoenix. He has been

OfficeMax Print & Document

a senior executive with Pulte

W. Mark Ward

American memorabilia. He lives

enforcement and citizens with

in Carrollton, Texas, with his

the goal of rescuing missing

W. Mark Ward (BA, JD '78), a

Services. She had been presi

Home Corp., FedEx Corp. and

children. Fratoddi is a former

Shelby County Criminal Court

dent of One Source Associates.

Wave Tec Pools Inc.

FBI national security official

judge, was named Judge of

wife and two sons.

Chris Craft

1973

who served as interim director

J. Lawrence Barnett (BA '70,

and FBI program manager for

Chris Craft (BA, JD '78), a

Section of the Memphis Bar

recognized in The Best Lawyers

JD '73) is regional counsel for

the Counterdrug Intelligence

Shelby County Criminal Court

Association. He is the author

in America 2005-2006.

the Mississippi Valley Division

judge, received the Outstanding

of Tennessee Criminal Trial

of the U.S. Army Corps of

Executive Secretariat and as
U.S. adviser for the Southeast

Service Award from the

Practice and an adjunct profes

European Cooperative Initiative.

Criminal Law Section of the

sor at the Cecil C. Humphreys

Memphis Bar Association.

School of Law.

Terry Emerick (BS, MS

Engineers and is chief coun

'73, MCRP '80) is director

sel to the Mississippi River

of planning and economic

Commission, headquartered in

development for Bartlett He

Vicksburg.

spent most of his career with

1978

1977

Hanover Walsh law firm, was

member of the Harris Shelton

education.

of Technology/State University

the Year by the Criminal Law

Judge Phyllis Gardner
(MEd, JD '78) of General

Go to school right in your own backyard!
Students living in four north Mississippi counties (DeSoto, Tunica, Tate and Marshall)
or Crittenden County, Ark., may now be eligible to pay the same tuition rates as Tennessee
residents. This includes undergraduates, transfers, graduate-level students
and those in online degree programs. Call 800/669-2678 or visit
http://www.enrollment.memphis.edu/admissions/applications/msa/
for additional information or admissions requirements.

Sessions Civil Court received
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mms
1980

1984

1982

Webb Brewer (JD) received

Walter Crews (BPS, MS '91)

the Public Service Attorney

is director of corrections for

of the Year Award from the

Shelby County. He previously

Tennessee Bar Association. He

was Memphis police direc

is with Memphis Area Legal

tor and executive director of

Services.

Crimestoppers. •

Gail Spragins (BBA) was

Russell Fowler (BA, JD '87)

named corporate director of

is managing attorney of the

organizational management for

Chattanooga office of Legal

Methodist Healthcare.

Aid of East Tennessee and an

Regina Taylor Osei (BA),

Monterey, Calif.

Randy Simpson (BBA '90),
live in Germantown with their
children, Kaitlin and Jackson. *

Marcia Well

1989
Calita Black (BBA) is a

Tennessee at Chattanooga.

Marcia Wells (BA) was

He has written a chapter on

personal lines underwriter with

appointed development direc

State Farm Fire and Casualty
Company in Duluth, Ga.

R. Darin Hollingsworth
R. Darin Hollingsworth

Anna Olswanger (MA) lives

Caesar Rodney, a signer of the

tor for The Food Bank. She had
been marketing manager for

Concierge is a personal assis

the Memphis Public Library and

Corbitt Black (BBA) is an

Creative and Performing Arts,

with Liza Dawson Associates in

Declaration of Independence,
for the book The Smithsonian's
One Day in History: July 4,

the Liberace Foundation for the

where she is a literary agent

tant and lifestyle management

1776. Fowler also wrote a

Information Center.

operations manager with

which helps students pursue

Manhattan. She is the author

company serving the Memphis

chapter on Calvin Coolidge for

Siemens Energy & Automation

careers in the arts through

of the children's book Shlemiel

area. Osei left her position as

scholarship assistance. He lives

Kevin D. McAdams (BBA)

Crooks, which the Association

the book America's Lawyer-

Inc. in Duluth, Ga. He received

senior specialist in global com

Janet West Hoselton (BSEd)

his master of business admin

joined Ison & Decosimo as

Presidents.

in Las Vegas.

of Jewish Libraries named a

munity relations and corporate

Sydney Taylor Honor Book for

is children's director at Trinity

istration degree from Brenau

Baptist Church in Southaven,

University.

Africa. She married Prince Osei
in 2002.
Martin L. Pierce (JD), a

tion and exercise science at

Chattanooga attorney, received

Lander University, was named

the CFPN certified designation

a SCAHPERD Scholar by the

from the Christian Financial

South Carolina Alliance for

Professionals Network. He

Health, Physical Education,

is a Certified Estate Planning

Recreation and Dance. The

Specialist through the National

group promotes health,
physical activity and wellness
through effective leadership,

Association of Estate Planners

professional development,

Alan Rowe (MBA), president

education and advocacy.

and CEO of First Commercial

2005.

Diane Todd Pace (MS),
family nurse practitioner with

1983

the Regional Medical Center

Kenneth A. May (BBA) was

at Memphis, received the

promoted to CEO of FedEx

Alma E. Gault Leadership

Kinko's. He had been executive

Award from the Tennessee

vice president and COO since

Nurses Association for her

2004. May previously served

research and leadership efforts

as senior vice president of U.S.

within the nursing profession,

domestic ground operations

women's health, and within
TNA and the Advanced Practice
Nursing Association.

and senior vice president of air,
ground and freight services for
FedEx Express. <b

Ward Mayer (BBA), a financial

to the board of directors of

adviser with Morgan Keegan

the Federal Reserve Bank of

& Co., completed all require

Jacksonville for a three-year

ments to earn the Certified

term.•

1985

Miss.

Photos submitted to The
University of Memphis Magazine
for "Columns" must meet
minimum print requirements.
Hard copy photography should
be no smaller than 2x3 and of
original quality - no color laser
copies or inkjet outputs, please.
Electronic files should be no
smaller than 600 x 900 pixels.
Contact Gaby Maxey
at gmaxey@memphis.edu

Kevin D. McAdams

a senior tax director. He had
Robert Stephens (BSEE) was

been a tax manager with a local

promoted to senior vice presi

CPA firm for 10 years.

Cmdr. Armand T.

1986

Quattlebaum (BSEE) reported

of Management Controls Inc.

Jim Rogers (BA, MA '94)

Greg Carnes (MS) was named

to the Naval War College,

and named to the company's

was press officer for a U.S.

dean of Lipscomb University's

College of Naval Warfare, in

board of directors. Stephens

government delegation on

College of Business. He

Newport, R.I., to attend a mul-

serves as president of the U of

avian influenza that visited

previously was chair of the

tidisciplinary program designed

M's Houston Alumni Club. «•

Turkey, Azerbaijan, Georgia and

Department of Accountancy at

for senior-level officers from all

Northern Illinois University.

military branches and various
federal agencies. Quattlebaum
obtained his Professional

Armenia in January to assess
Cmdr. Mark Wheeler (BA)

the situation, learn about the

and his wife, Elizabeth, traveled

countries' response and deter

to China, where they finalized

mine how the U.S. might assist

Engineering License (Electrical)

the adoption of their daughter,

as part of a broader interna

from Oregon.

Nina. Wheeler is assigned to

tional effort. The team was led

Tennessee Regulatory Authority

the Office of the Chief of Naval

by the Department of State and

and adjunct faculty member at

Operations at the Pentagon.

included medical, veterinary

1987
Carlos Black (BBA) is a

and public health communica

National College of Business
& Technology in Nashville. He

1991

tions experts. Rogers is media

received his master of business

Jill Brown (BA, JD '05) joined

coordinator for the Department

education degree from Middle

the Bradley Law Firm as an

of Agriculture's Animal and

Tennessee State University.

associate attorney. She previ

Plant Health Inspection Service.

ously worked for Concord EFS.
Joel Thomas (BBA) was
promoted to chief financial
officer at Montgomery Martin
I* Alumni Association Member
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(BBA) is executive director of

dent and chief operating officer

utility rate analyst with the

and Councils.

Bank of Florida, was appointed

36

Postgraduate School in

been director of development

in the New York City area

professor of physical educa

Standards. <t

degree from the Naval

tion relations. Simpson had

as an affiliate broker. EZ4U

Dr. Jerry Hawkins (MEd),

nation from the CFP Board of

(BSME) received his master's

Unlimited as director of founda

Inc., joined Crye-Leike Realtors

as a missionary in Ghana, West

Financial Planner (CFP) desig

Lt. Cmdr. Mark Butler

co-founder of EZ4U Concierge

contributions in 2000 to serve

Dr. Jerry Hawkins

1992

Schools. She and her husband,

science at the University of
Anna Olswanger

1990

(BA, MA '95) joined Ducks

for St. George's Independent

adjunct professor of political

Regina Taylor Osei

1981

1988
Tona Jackson Simpson
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served as chair of the Shelby

1994

County Young Republicans for
2003-04.
Mike Rude (BBA, MBA '00)

1999
Delynn Williams Johnson
(BA) and David Johnson
announce the birth of Zachary

Justice. He workedas a researcher

Kathryn Jordan (MA) is co-direc

at the Mannheim Centerfor

tor of The Bruneau Academy,a

European Sodal Research in the

private language school, and direc

European Election Studies 2004

tor of the Cooper-Young Business

project in 2004-05 and defended

Graham Johnson on Dec. 28.

was a candidate for Shelby

Zachary has two older sisters,

his dissertation at Indiana

County Board of Commissioners

Kaylee and Elizabeth. The

University.

in the May 2 Republican pri

Johnsons live in South Europe

mary. He is a marketing adviser

teaching business classes.

ate attorney with theArmstrong

2002
joined Thompson & Berry Public

Shannon Toon (JD) of the Hill

Relations as an accountcoordina

joined the lawfirm of Snider,

president/president-elect of the

tor. She previously wasan associ-

Homer & New.

Dr. D. Jackson Maxwell

ate account executive for McNeely

an associate attorney with
Josh Kirkpatrick (BA) was

Young Lawyers Division of the

Matthew K. Johnson (JD)

Armstrong Allen, where he

elected shareholder of Denver's

Memphis Bar Association.

was elected shareholder in the

concentrates his practice in

Kirk Caraway (BA, JD '97),

Littler Mendelson law firm. He

law firm of Ogletree, Deakins,

commercial and civil litigation.

Lance Allan Wiedower (BA)

Downtown Elementary School,

Maria Triff (MA) is working at

an attorney with Rosenblum

represents employers in a wide

Nash, Smoak & Stewart of

He also is a member of the

was named managing editor

has been promoting literacy,

Thomas & Betts,an international

& Reisman, was elected

range of areas of employment

Greenville, S.C. He practices pri

Tennessee Bar Association

of The Collierville Herald. He

libraries and schools. He publishes

electronics manufacturing com

president of the Young Lawyers

and labor law.

marily in the fields of employ

Standing Committee on Ethics

had been the Heralds sports

artides in magazines, journals and

pany.

ment litigation and labor law.

and Professional Responsibility.

editor from 2001-03, and then

online, writes education columns

worked as a reporter for The

for newspapers, and speaks at

Daily News.

regional and national conferences.

Andrea Wiley (BA, MA '05)

Maxwell most recently wrote the

is an account coordinator with
Carpenter/Sullivan, an advertising

Association.

John Schoembs (BA) is an

Dr. D. JacksonMaxwell
(EdD), library media specialist at

editorial assistant in the sports

Carol Lee Royer (MBA) com

Dana Gabrion (BA) is co-

Edward L. Stanton III (BA,

department at The Commercial

pleted a specialized educational

executive producer of the

JD '97), a senior attorney with

Appeal.

program in divorce planning

UPN show America's Next Top

2000

2003

and is a Certified Divorce

Model. She recently purchased

litigation team, received the

1996

Kim Wilson Bond (MS) is

chapter "Digital Versus Print: The
Current State of Reference Affairs

Financial Analyst. She is with

the Talbot Heirs Guesthouse in

in School Libraries" for the book

agency. She had been with Oden

Memphis Bar Association's Sam

Sandra West Alexander

sales and marketing coordina

Waddell & Associates Inc.

downtown Memphis. #

The Reference Collection: From

Marketings Design.

(BPS) and Chris Alexander are

tor for the Memphis Cook

A. Myar Jr. Memorial Award.

Convention Center.

the Shelf tothe Web.

FedEx Corp.'s commercial

the parents of Madison West

1995

1997

Jay Harrison (BA) and Dawn

marketing and public relations

2004

Geoffrey Hirsch (JD) joined

Alexander, born Dec. 8, 2004.

the Bogatin Law Firm's labor

Don Roe (MA), a socialstudies

Allison Barron (BA) is mem

and employment office.

teacher at Northside High School,

ber services manager for The

was named Tennessee History

University Club of Memphis. <Sr

Ross Harrison (JD), along

Steven E. Barlow (MA, JD

with their daughter Brooke

'04) joined the Memphis law

Dana E. Miller (MS), Latin

Teacher of the Year by the Gilder

Estelle, announce the birth of

office of Bass, Berry & Sims.

teacher at Dalton (Ga.) High

Lehrman Institute of American

Sharon Kolb (JD) is anassociate

School, was named a National

History and Preserve America.

in the securitieslaw practice group

Ava Isabel on Oct. 28. Jay is a
consultant to the Department

James D. Derych (BBA) is a

Board Certified Teacher by the

of Defense in Washington, D.C

certified financial planner with

National Board for Professional

2001

Wealth Solutions.

Teaching Standards.

Scott Bronze (BA) was promoted

Drew Daniel

• Alumni Association Member |

2005

David L. Stotts (MA), pro

(Tenn.) Police Department, where

Jenifer Bronars (BA) is an intern

he had beena patrol officer for

with U.S. Rep. Marsha Blackburn.

WHBQ-TV, won three awards

four years. He andhis wife, Emily

She is working onher MA in politi

Cline Bronze (BA '01), and their

cal saence at theU of M.

Margaret M. Chesney

Vic Perini

Margaret M. Chesney (JD)

son, Connor, welcomethe birth

He and Chris Franklin won for

joined the Crone & Mason

of a daughter, Ainsley Emerson

'99) was elected chair

their "Kill Boredom" non-news

Family Law Practice Group as

Bronze, Dec 20. Emily isnational

assoaate in the securities law

of the Tennessee Young

promo and Stotts won two

a senior associate attorney.

sales director for Cable Ad Sales

practice group of Baker, Donelson,

Republican Federation Inc. He

more Emmys for audio work

She serves as lead counsel on

Inc.«

Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz.

is an accountant in the Shelby

and direction.

many of the firm's divorce and

County Trustee's office and

family law matters.
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the Beasley Law Firm asan

Caldwell & Berkowitz.

to detective withthe Cleveland
motion manager for FOX 13
during the 20th annual Mid-

Timothy A. Perkins (JD) joined

of Baker, Donelson, Bearman,

South Regional Emmy Awards.
Drew Daniel (BA, MPA

Sarah "Beth" Oschack (JD)

Boren law firm was elected vice

Brian S. Faughnan (JD) is

1998

Division of the Memphis Bar

Allen law firm.

Abigail More (BA, MS'05)

for FedEx Corp.«

Kirk Caraway

Tricia T. Olson (JD) is an assoa-

SPRING 2006

Daniel Huffines (JD) is an

Vic Perini (EMBA), vice presi
dent of operationsfor Methodist
University Hospital, received the
Young Healthcare Executive Award

Matt Loveless (MA) is aresearch

from the TennesseeHospital

statistidan with the Departmentof

Association.
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Membership Matters
The University of Memphis Alumni Association expresses sympathy to the families and friends of the following individuals:

ALUMNI
(Listed alphabetically by graduation date)

1920S-30S
Jean Mann Bradfield '35, Jan. '06

1940S-50S
Charlotte Boyd Long '40, Dec '05
Dorothy Osradker '41, Feb. '06
Doy Smith Stewart '49, '77, Nov. '05
C. Vincent Lyons '50, Jan. '06
Dr. Walter Richardson '50, Nov. '05
Robert C. Appling '52, March '06
Adolph Peter Alexander '54, Feb. '06
Charles P. Brown '56, '59, Oct. '05
John C. Hornberger '56, Nov. '05
William P. Hopkins '59, Dec. '05

1960S-70S
Steve A. Fransioli III '61, April '02
Kay Crawford Alexander '63, Nov. '05
Lodema "Peggy" Moore Stanfield '63, Nov.'05
Marilynn J. Mayhall '64, Jan. '06
Lawrence W. Rathheim '64, Nov. '05
Phillip Edward Rouss Jr. '64, Dec. '05

Ruth Maxine Musselwhite '65, Dec. '05
John Brennan Getz '66, Dec. '05
Elizabeth Porter Hankins '66, '74, '86, Nov.'05
Sara Joiner Wynn '67, '70, Feb. '06
Richard N. Cooper '68, Nov. '05
Virginia Ward McCoy '68, Dec. '05
Phillip Lee Davis '70, Jan. '06
Adron Robinson King '70, Aug. '05
John Ross Parish '70, April '05
Celestine Edwards Cole '71, Nov. '05
Mary Louise "Buzz" Forrester '71, '80, Feb. '06
Sarah Scogin Glassco '71, Jan. '06
Sara G. Greene '71, Oct '04
John J.Williams '71, Feb. '05
Sara Turley Cole '72, Nov. '05
Albert David Andre Jr. '73, Dec. '05
James L. Davis '74, '77, Dec. '05
Joseph M. Battle Jr. '75, '77, June '05
Jerri Annette Edwards '76, '82, Nov. '05
Alice Arnold Lipsey '76, Dec. '05
Susan L. Thompson '76, Oct. '05

1980S-90S

Kathryn Boswell Fox '83, Nov. '05
Vayden P. "Buzz" Waddy III '83, Dec. '05
Barbara Anne Boyle Hardin '85, Nov. '05
Lois T. Calvi '86, Jan. '06
Valerie Hollis Howell '87, Nov. '05
Dr. Anna L. Meador '89, Dec. '05
Troy E. Malone '91, Nov. '05
Angela L. Robinson '95, Jan. '06
Seth T. Hearne '96, Nov. '05
Paul A. Meek '96, Nov. '05
Steven M. Dunstan '98, Oct. '05

2000S
Paul "Jason" Archer '01, Feb. '06
Camille N. Harris'01, Nov.'05

FRIENDS
R. Clayton Andrus, Jan. '06
Edmond D. Cicala, Jan. '06
Laura Beth Grafton Crenshaw, Jan. '06
Henry H. Haizlip Jr., Nov. '05
J. Alan Hanover, Nov. '05
Charles Henry Turner, Dec. '05

Ken May (BBA '83)
Alumni Association Life Member
since September 2000
Chief Executive Officer & President,
FedEx Kinko's
2006 Recipient of the
Distinguished Alumni Award
National Board Of Trustees,
March of Dimes
2006 Dallas WalkAmerica Chair
Vice Chair and Board Member,
Youth Villages
2004 Campaign Chair,
United Way of the Mid-South

Mark Isaminger '82, '84, Dec. '05
Jennifer Reynolds Randall '82, Jan. '06
Betty E. Barnes '83, Jan. '06

Alumni Association
National Executive Board of Directors: John T. Lawrence (BS '70), President; Mark Long (BSEE '85), Vice President for
Membership; Rob Evans (MBA '97), Vice President for Programs and Events; Rick Boals (BA '72), Vice President for Communication;
Martin Zummach (BA '85, JD '93), Vice President for Finance; Dawn Graeter (BBA '86), Past President; Mike Lyons (BBA '75);
Len Walker (BBA '88); Tim Dwyer (BA '76, JD '80); John Koski (BA '88);Robert Wright (BS '77); Jon McGlothian (EMBA '97); Judy
McCown (BS '67); Elliot Perry (BBA '91); Renee DeGutis (BS '83);Mike Neal (BBA '96, MA '98); Mary McCollum (BS '94, MA '96,
7
EDS '97)

Club and Chapter Presidents: Arts & Sciences: Melinda Hulsey Edwards (BSD '74, MPA '75); AUSP: Jeryl Nickey (BA '71, MA '73,
EdD '97); Band: Tonia Stinson (BM '00, MMU '02); Business & Economics: Kim Barnett (BA '95, EMBA '99); Engineering: Mike
Slattery (BSME '89); Health Administration: Steven Coplon (MHA '98); Journalism: Paul Jewell (BA '78); Law: The Honorable Diane
Vescovo (JD '80); Nursing: Jessica Edwards (BSN '02); Student Ambassador Board: Britney Lee; Theatre and Dance: Josie Helming
(BFA '67); University College: Jerry Hearn (BPS '00);Jackson Law: Rusty Reviere (BA '76, JD '79); Nashville Law: Greg Pease (JD '04)
Out of Town Presidents: Atlanta: Fariss Adams (BBA '00); New England/Boston: Bob Canfield (BBA '59); Charlotte: John R.
Bradford, III (EMBA '00); Chicago: Jeniene Wiseman (BSM '03); Dallas: Gary Crooms ('81); Houston: Robert Stephens (BSEE '90);
Germantown: Ann Harbor (BA 73, MS '89); Jackson,Tenn.: Jim Murdaugh ('70); Little Rock: Dick Torti (BBA '68, MBA '75); Nashville:
Mike Dodd (JD '01); New Orleans/Baton Rouge: Steven McCullar (BBA '97); St. Louis: Tim Loyd (BLS '05); Tampa: Bob Rigeins (BBA
'70, MS '80); Tulsa: Jeff Heater (BBA '96, MBA '99); Washington, D.C.: Kate Sicola (BA '00); Half Century Club: J.B. "Pappy" Latimer
(BS '52); Fraternity Alumni Advisory Council: Gary Grear (BBA '69)
Alumni Staff: Executive Director of the U of M Alumni Association and Director of Alumni and Constituent Programs: Tammy
Hedges; Alumni Coordinators: Lauren Isaacman (BA '01, MA '05), Emily Jones (BA '98), Vanessa Gray Peterson (BA '02) and
Leah Prost

As a proud Memphis graduate, I am pleased to do my part and
give back to the University that laid the foundation for my future
successes. One step I took was to become a dues-paying member
of the Alumni Association. I urge you to do the same. Show your
support and join!

low
Today'

Upon joining the Association and receiving your membership ma
terials, place your ALUMNI sticker in your window, wear your lapel
pin and attend an alumni event soon. As alumni, we have much
of which to be proud.
Be a proud, true blue alumnus and join the University of Memphis
Alumni Association. We ARE True Blue.

THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

ALUMNI
A S S O C I A T I O N

Alumni Administrative Staff: Gwen Cook, Tonya Gray, Hannah Newsom and Diana Thompson

Advancing, connecting and engaging the University of Memphis family.
901/678-ALUM www.memphis.edu/alumni

Graduate Assistant: Brennan Berg (BA '05)

THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

